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Rado numbers

For a linear equation E , the 3-colour Rado number R3(E) is the smallest
integer n, if it exists, such that every 3-colouring of the integers
[1, n] = {1, . . . , n} contains a monochromatic solution to E .

For E : x + 3y = 3z , we have R3(E) = 27, since

00100100200100100200100100

provides a 3-colouring of [1, 26], but there is no way to colour [1, 27]
without introducing a monochromatic solution to E .
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Results

We focused on the equations ax + ay = bz and ax + by = bz .

We have computed a number of previously unknown exact values using
SAT solvers, extending the results presented by Chang, De Loera, and
Wesley (ISSAC 2022) to the values of

• R3(ax + ay = bz) for 1 ≤ b ≤ 15 and 1 ≤ a ≤ 30, and

• R3(ax + by = bz) for 1 ≤ a ≤ 15 and 1 ≤ b ≤ 25.
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Results

Guided by the satisfying assignments generated by the SAT solver in the
process of computing these values, we proved the following two theorems.

• For coprime positive integers a, b with a > b ≥ 3 and
a2 + a+ b > b2 + ba,

R3(ax + by = bz) ≥ a3 + a2 + (2b + 1)a+ 1.

• For odd integers a ≥ 7,

R3(ax + ay = (a+ 1)z) ≥ a3(a+ 1).
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The Rado Value Problem in SAT

The formula: Given positive integers n and a linear equation E , we
construct a formula in CNF that is satisfiable if and only if there exists a
3-colouring of [1, n] avoiding monochromatic solutions of E . Therefore,

if the formula for [1, n − 1] is satisfiable then R3(E) ≥ n; and

if the formula for [1, n] is unsatisfiable then R3(E) ≤ n.

Variables: Variables are denoted by v0,j , v1,j , and v2,j with 1 ≤ j ≤ n and
the meaning that vi ,j is true if and only if colour i is assigned to integer j .
There are 3n variables in the formula.
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SAT Clauses for Rado

• At least one colour is assigned to every integer: For each integer
j ∈ [1, n], the clause

v0,j ∨ v1,j ∨ v2,j

ensures at least one colour is assigned to j .

• At most one colour is assigned to every integer: For each integer
j ∈ [1, n], the clauses ∧

0≤i1<i2<3

(¬vi1,j ∨ ¬vi2,j)

ensure at most one colour i ∈ {0, 1, 2} is assigned to j .

• There is no monochromatic solution to E: For each colour
i ∈ {0, 1, 2} and for each solution (x , y , z) to E , the clause

¬vi ,x ∨ ¬vi ,y ∨ ¬vi ,z
ensures the solution (x , y , z) is not monochromatic in colour i .
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New Values for R3(ax + by = bz)
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New Values for R3(ax + ay = bz)
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SAT Solvers and Resources

• Used CaDiCaL (Biere 2018) (via PySAT (SAT 2018)) for incremental
SAT solving and Kissat (Biere 2021) for non-incremental runs.

• Approach: For each n, incrementally checked satisfiability until the
first unsatisfiable instance, which determines the Rado number.

• The largest instance solved (showing R3(15x + 15y = 8z) = 97875)
contained 293,625 variables and 255,884,401 clauses, requiring 58.8
hours to solve.

• Total SAT instance generation time: ∼11 hours.

• Total CPU time for unsatisfiable instances: ∼251 hours; for satisfiable
instances: ∼53 hours.
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Patterns in R3(ax + by = bz)

Analysis of computed R3(ax + by = bz) reveals explicit formulas for
each b.

Observation: For coprime a and b, the Rado number often takes the
form a3 + a2 + (2b + 1)a+ 1.

• b = 2, a ∈ [7, 30]: a3 + a2 + 5a+ 1

• b = 3, a ∈ [4, 30]: a3 + a2 + 7a+ 1

• b = 4, a ∈ [7, 30]: a3 + a2 + 9a+ 1

• b = 5, a ∈ [7, 30]: a3 + a2 + 11a+ 1

• b = 6, a ∈ [11, 30]: a3 + a2 + 13a+ 1

• b = 7, a ∈ [11, 30]: a3 + a2 + 15a+ 1

• b = 8, a ∈ [13, 30]: a3 + a2 + 17a+ 1
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Pattern Discovery and Conjecture

• The table patterns were uncovered via curve fitting and analyzing
differences in the sequences.

• Constant differences suggested linearity, while constant third
differences indicated cubic dependence.

• Conjecture: For coprime a, b with a2 + a+ b > b2 + ba and
a > b ≥ 3, and E representing ax + by = bz ,

R3(E) = a3 + a2 + (2b + 1)a+ 1.

We prove the lower bound in this conjecture (replace = by ≥).
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Automating Case-Based Analysis

The proofs of our theorems involve a large number of tedious proof by
cases. Shallit (2021) proposed that such case-by-case analyses are better
performed by automated search algorithms to enhance both efficiency and
correctness.

In this direction, we employ an automated verification approach using our
tool AutoCase to verify case-based proofs. To check the proofs the tool
needs support for operations on symbolic sets of the form [1, n] where n is
a symbolic integer.

Note that typical computer algebra systems like Maple or Mathematica
seem to lack the ability to even express the set [1, n] when n is symbolic,
let alone do operations like union and intersection on such sets.

Ahmed, Zaman & Bright Symbolic Sets for Proving Bounds on Rado Numbers 12/17



Proof Strategy

Theorem: For coprime a, b with a2 + a+ b > b2 + ba and a > b ≥ 3,
and E representing ax + by = bz ,

R3(E) ≥ a3 + a2 + (2b + 1)a+ 1.

Proof Strategy: Find a colouring of the set

[1, a3 + a2 + (2b + 1)a]

that has no monochromatic solutions of equation E .

Issue: Note that a and b here are symbolic, so the set
[1, a3 + a2 + (2b + 1)a] is a symbolic range of integers. The colouring of
the integers in this set must also be symbolic.
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An Example Bound

As an example, consider E : ax + y = z and the bound

R3(E) ≥ a3 + 5a2 + 7a+ 1.

Divide the set [1, a3 + 5a2 + 7a] into the following seven intervals.

P0 = [1, a], P1 = [a+ 1, a2 + 2a],

P2 = [a2 + 2a+ 1, a2 + 3a],

P3 = [a2 + 3a+ 1, a3 + 4a2 + 4a],

P4 = [a3 + 4a2 + 4a+ 1, a3 + 4a2 + 5a],

P5 = [a3 + 4a2 + 5a+ 1, a3 + 5a2 + 6a],

P6 = [a3 + 5a2 + 6a+ 1, a3 + 5a2 + 7a].

Colour the integers in P0 ∪ P2 ∪ P4 ∪ P6 red, the integers in P1 ∪ P5 blue,
and the integers in P3 green.
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An Example Colouring

In order to verify that this colouring provides a valid lower bound, we need
to verify:

• All integers in [1, a3 + 5a2 + 7a] are coloured red (R), blue (B), or
green (G ). No integer was coloured two different colours.

• There are no all-red, all-blue, or all-green solutions of the equation
E : ax + y = z .

That is, R ∪ G ∪ B = [1, a3 + 5a2 + 7a], R, B and G are pairwise disjoint,
and {(x , y , z) : ax + y = z} is disjoint with R3, B3, and G 3.
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Proving with AutoCase

AutoCase takes as input the symbolic sets R, G , and B and verifies that
the colouring meets all the required properties.

For example, in our last example, SymPy would verify that

|R|+ |G |+ |B| = a3 + 5a2 + 7a.

To check that there are no all-red solutions to E , a Z3 instance is created
that says x , y , z are integers with ax + y = z , and x , y , z ∈ R. Z3 verifies
that the instance is unsatisfiable.

Ahmed, Zaman & Bright Symbolic Sets for Proving Bounds on Rado Numbers 16/17



Conclusion

The colourings that the SAT solvers find can be used to provide lower
bounds of Rado numbers.

In some cases, we were able to generalize these lower bounds to theorems
parameterized by a symbolic integer a.

Computer algebra systems we tried did not have sufficient support for
symbolic sets (subsets of [1, a] where a is symbolic) so we developed a new
SC2 tool with support for the operations that we needed in order to
automatically verify our general lower bounds.
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